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educated in the schools at Manila and is a rancher; Miss Mildred, 
born February 13, 1914, attended the Manila High School; William 
Everett, born May 24, 1917, Delbert, born July 29, 1919, Bonnie 
Bess, born July 29, 1926, and Darrell, born August 17, 1928. 


H. CLAY CUMMINGS resides in his native City of Heber, judicial 
center o: asa ounty, and is not only one of the progressive 
representatives of ranch industry in the county but also has the 
distinction of being at the time of this writing, in 1932, the mayor 
of Heber, this official preferment standing in evidence of the high 


„popular estimate placed upon him in the community in which he 


was born and reared and in which he is giving fine account for him- 
self as a loyal and liberal citizen. 5 

Mr. Cummings was born at Heber on the 11th of December, 
1894, and is a son of Edward J. and Hannah M. (Clegg) Cum- 
mings, the former of whom was one of the first white children born 
in the Heber Valley, where his parents were among the earliest 
settlers and where his birth occurred in 1863, his wife, Hannah M., 
having been born at Springville, Utah County, in 1870. Edward 
J. Cummings long held precedence as one of the substantial stock 
growers of the Heber district, was likewise interested in banking 
and mercantile enterprise. He gave twelve years of service as a 
member of the Board of County Commissioners and was a member 
of the City Council of Heber several terms, besides which he was 
a liberal supporter of the Church of Latter Day Saints. 

After completing his studies in the high school at Heber, H. 
Clay Cummings was a student in the Utah State Agricultural Col- 
lege. In 1914 he initiated his service on a mission of thirty months 
in the northern states, in the interests of the Church of Latter Day 
Saints, and he then returned to Utah and identified himself with 
industrial affairs in his native county. There came to him the call 
of higher duty when the nation became involved in the World war, 
and he was among the first from Wasatch County to enlist for 
service in the United States Army. He enlisted in 1917 and was 
assigned to the One Hundred Forty-fifth Field Artillery, and in 
February, 1918, he was transferred to the Officers Training School 
at Jackson, South Carolina, where he became a member of the 
Aviation Corps. Later he was in service with the Air Corps at 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and eventually he attended the Air Gunners 
School at Selfridge Field, Mount Clemens, Michigan. His unit 
was not called to overseas service and he received his honorable 
discharge December 23, 1918, somewhat more than a month after 
the armistice had brought the great war to a close. Since his re- 
turn to his native county Mr. Cummings has continued to be suc- 
cessfully associated with progressive ranch enterprise, with special 


attention given to the growing of sheep. 


Mr. Cummings has continued active and influential. in the 


‘affairs of the Church of Latter Day Saints, and in behalf of the 


church he served in 1925 a short-term mission in the eastern 
states. November 26, 1926, he was ordained bishop of the Second 
Ward of the Wasatch Stake, and March 11. 1928. he was made first 
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E mings has continued to take deep interest in his World 
en a in 1923-24 he served as commander of Post 
No. 23, American Legion, at Heber. He gave also four years of 
service as captain of the local organization of Sons and Daughters 
of Indian War Veterans, and in 1927 he was elected mayor of 
Heber, his effective administration of municipal affairs having led 
to his reelection in 1929. He is an active and valued member of 
the Heber Chamber of Commerce and the local Lions Club, and is a 
member of the board of trustees of the Wasatch County Public 

ra: te . . 
ios 26th of January, 1918, Mr. Cummings was united in 
marriage to Miss Ruby Nielson, daughter of Peter E.-and Emma 
Nielson, of Preston, Idaho, and the children of this union are four 
in number: Veigh X., Kyle E., Melvin and Clay. 
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On September 5, 1937, he was sustained as 
President of Wasatch Stake. For twenty 
one and a half years he consecrated his life 
to the service of his people. Their love was 
manifest for him at a testimonial held on 
July 29, 1954 in the Stake Tabernacle., The 
story of his life was depicted through music 
and films and many of the local saints paid 
tribute to his wife, his family and himself. 

President Henry D. Moyle said on this 
occasion, “We have grown, in recent years, 
to look upon him as the Dean of the Stake 
Presidents of the Church, and to have, I was 
going to say, just as deepseated regard for 
him as you people who have had the privi- 
lege of living here in Wasatch Stake with 
him.” 

He was born on December 11, 1894 at 
Heber City, Utah, the son of Elisha Jones 
and Hannah Mary Clegg Cummings. He 
grew up in and followed the livestock in- 
dustry. He was a naturalist and enjoyed 
the mountains, streams, and hills. 

At the age of eighteen years he was called 
to fill a mission to the Northern States. Upon 
his return he registered at Utah State Agri 
cultural College, where he met a girl from 
Preston, Idaho. A happy courtship was 
climaxed by marriage to Emma Ruby Niel- 
son on January 26, 1918. To them were 
born six children, Yvonne, Veigh, Kyle. 
Melvin, EJay and LaVell. 

His next assignment came on November 
11, 1925 when he was called to fill a six 
months mission to the Eastern States. 

During World War I he enlisted and 
joined Utah's own 145th Field Artillery 
Unit. He was transferred to the United 
States Air Force and sent to California for 
intensive training. He became a Lieutenant 
and pilot and served until the end of the 
war. 


He was elected Mayor of Heber City 
four times and served in this office from 
1928 to 1935. He was elected to the office 
of County Commissioner and served four 
years, from 1936 to 1939 inclusive. 


He served as director and. president in 
various business enterprises, was A member 
of the Forest Advisory Board, chairman of 
the Bureau of Land Management Advisory 
Board for fifteen years, director of the 


Utah Valley Hospital during its construc- 
tion, director of the Utah State Wool 
Growers and a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Deer Creek Reservoir dur- 
ing the construction of the dam. 


He played an important role in the estab- 
lishment of the Wasatch Mountain State 
Park, and then was called by the Church 
to All a mission at the Hawaiian Temple 
grounds. Later he was called to serve at 
the New Zealand Temple bureau of informa- 
tion and in 1961 was appointed president 
of the New Zealand Mission of the Church. 
He returned home in the summer of 1962 to 
become the first superintendent of the Was- 
atch Mountain State Park, and only a few 
days after the appointment was stricken with 
a heart attack and died on July 4, 1962. 
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H. CLAY CUMMINGS resides in his native City of Heber, judicial 
center of Wasatch County, and is not only one of the progressive 
representatives of ranch industry in the county but also has the 
distinction of being at the time of this writing, in 1932, the mayor 
of Heber, this official preferment standing in evidence of the high 
popular estimate placed upon him in the community in which he 
was born and reared and in which he is giving fine account for him- 
self as a loyal and liberal citizen. 

Mr. Cummings «was born at Heber on the 11th of December, 
1894, and is a son of Edward J. and Hannah M. (Clegg) Cum- 
mings, the former of whom was one of the first white children born 
in the Heber Valley, where his parents were among the earliest 
settlers and where his birth occurred in 1863, his wife, Hannah M., 
having been born at Springville, Utah County, in 1870. Edward 
J. Cummings long held precedence as one of the substantial stock 
growers of the Heber district, was likewise interested in*banking 
and mercantile enterprise. He gave twelve years of service as a 
member of the Board of County Commissioners and was a member 
of the City Council of Heber several terms, besides whtch he was 
a liberal supporter of the Church of Latter Day Saints. 

After completing his studies in the high school at Heber, H. 
Clay Cummings was a student in the Utah State. Agricultural Col- 
lege. In 1914 he initiated his service on a mission of thirty months 
in the northern states, in the interests of the Church of Latter Day 
Saints, and he then returned to Utah and identified himself with 
industrial affairs in his native county. There came to him the call 
of higher duty when the nation became involved in the World war, 
and he was among the first from Wasatch County to enlist for 
service in the United States Army. He enlisted in 1917 and was 
assigned to the One Hundred Forty-fifth Field Artillery, and in 
February, 1918, he was transferred to the Officers Training School 
at Jackson, South Carolina, where he became a member of the 
Aviation Corps. Later he was in service with the Air Corps at 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and eventually he attended the Air Gunners 
School at Selfridge Field, Mount Clemens, Michigan. His unit 
was not called :to overseas service and he received his honorable 
discharge December 23, 1918, somewhat more than a month after 
the armistice had brought the great war to a close. Sineg his re- 
turn to his native county Mr. Cummings has continued to be suc- 
cessfully associated with progressive ranch enterprise, with special 
attention given to the growing of sheep. ; i 

Mr. Cummings has continued active and influential in the 
affairs of the Church of Latter Day Saints, and in behalf of the 
church he served in 1925 a short-term mission in the eastern 
states. November 26, 1926, he was ordained bishop of the Second 
Ward of the Wasatch Stake, and March 11, 1928, he was made first 
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Mr. Cummings has continued to take deep interest in his World 
war comrades, and in 1923-24 he served as commander of Post 
No. 23, American Legion, at Heber. He gave also four years of 
service as captain of the local organization of Sons and Daughters 
of Indian War Veterans, and in 1927 he was elected mayor of 
Heber, his effective administration of municipal affairs having led 
to his reelection in 1929. He is an active and valued member of 
the eber Chamber of Commerce and the local Lions Club, and is a 
maul z of the board of trustees of the Wasatch County Public 

On the 26th of January, 1918, Mr. Cummings was unit in 
marriage to Miss Ruby Nielson, daughter of Peter E. and foe 
Nielson, of Preston, Idaho, and the children of this union are four 
in number: Veigh X., Kyle E., Melvin and Clay. 
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a Dr. Eyliff had come from Salt Lake City to spread the Methodist cause 
and conduct meetings. However, there was little response to his message 
and this only non-LDS venture in the valley collapsed. Members of the 
Second Ward bought the land, while members of the Center Creek Ward 
purchased the building and moved it to their community. 

With property now available, Bishop Rasband called a group of 
brethren in the fall of 1913 to take their teams into Strawberry Valley and 
obtain lumber for the proposed building project. It was late in the fall 
when they got started, and they worked waist-deep in the snow at times, 
but stayed on the job until they had enough lumber to build forms for 
the foundation of the building. 
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equipment available to them, but it was limited in many ways. In 1888, 
about a year before Heber was organized as a township, William Buys, 
Wasatch County surveyor, checked the city and found it was “crooked. 

His field notes record an entry on June 12, 1888 as follows: 

“Made a preliminary survey of Main Street and the street running 
East and West North of Public Square known as Bk. 90. 

“Find that the streets do not run at right angles. , 

Hato akae cha hlaste hy actual measurement overrun. 


